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A highlight of last week's Mendocino Film Festival was the success of local
resident Shyam Balsé's "Monsoon." "Monsoon" was so popular that long lines
and overflowing venues required it be screened three times. And when, at
Saturday night's Awards Ceremony, Balsé received the top Watertower Award
for "Monsoon," the whole town celebrated its native son.

Betsy Ford, VP of programming for the festival, explained that all competing
films were judged by professional juries in the Bay Area, and it was not until
Saturday night's award presentations that the visiting judges were stunned

and delighted to discover that the director they had chosen actually lived in
Mendocino.

"Monsoon" has also won top awards at the Denver First Look Festival where it
debuted, the Sonoma Film Festival and the East Indian International Film
Festival in Los Angeles, where it was graced with the envied Audience Choice
Award.

The humble and gracious Balsé said, "It's an incredible honor to receive an
award for the film, but the true honor is to see how people are touched by the
film in a way that may provide insight into their own lives."

Balsé graduated from USC and completed "Monsoon" as his master's thesis
project. Shot in India, it portrays the story of an ill father and his doctor son
as they journey into their past to try to reconcile their broken relationship
before time runs out.

The appropriate denouement of the festival weekend became a party given by
Shyam's mother and step-father, William and Alene DiDio, to screen and
celebrate the creation of "Monsoon" as well as "The Making of Monsoon,"
which was wonderfully shot and directed by Shyam's sister, Shanti Balsé.

As friends and family of Shyam gathered over homemade Indian cuisine at St.
Anthony's Hall, the community support was palpable.
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